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Welcome
Welcome to Kalamazoo! And yes, there really is a Kalamazoo.

Kalamazoo was originally named Bronson after founder Titus Bronson in 1829. In 1836, Kalamazoo was
renamed after the local river. The name comes from the Algonquian language and has been defined as "boiling
water,” "mirage or reflecting river", "it smokes," and "otters beneath the surface”.

Kalamazoo is a small city with quick access to rural roads. This year’s routes will take you past farms, orchards,
vineyards, and wetlands.

Check-In

This year we will be using the Red Podium app to check in riders. Give us your name, we enter you into the app and
provide you with your packet.

Registration check-in will be at the host hotel, Delta Hotels Kalamazoo Conference Center. You will receive a
packet at registration check-in with your name tags, license plate (if registered prior to August 1st), and purchased
merchandise. Event information regarding activities for MTR 2026 weekend will be available on the MTR web site.
https://www.midwesttandemrally.org/

Rally and Event Schedule

Mass Start routes will start from the Delta Hotel west side parking lot on Saturday and Sunday. On Friday, there will
be a mass start at Ramona Park in Portage. Monday Doughnut ride is a self-start from the hotel. Please be on the
route between 8:00 AM-9:00 AM. Links to route cue sheets and Ride with GPS links to GPS files will be posted on
the Routes Page the last week of August. Please print this information in advance and bring it with you. Printed
cue sheets and maps will not be available at registration or in packets.

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 4, 2026
Registration/Check-in: 5:00 PM-8:00 PM

o Bike Storage: 5:00 PM-8:00 PM

Ice Cream Ride: Remote mass start at Ramona Park in Portage at 1:45 PM. Gather at Ramona Park at 1:30
PM. Ride to Prairie Baptist Church and School, Scotts. Ice cream vendor will be on site. Total ride 25 miles

Vendors: 2:00 PM-8:00 PM

First Timer MTR Orientation: 7:00 PM-7:30 PM Alpha room at the conference center

e How to use the MTR 2026 GPS Routes 7:00 PM-7:30 PM Zulu room at the conference center
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5, 2026
Club Jersey Day (Wear your club jersey)

o Hotel Breakfast (bring your room card as ID): 6:00 AM-8:00 AM

e Registration/Check-in: 7:00 AM-8:30 AM


https://www.midwesttandemrally.org/

e Bike Storage: 7:00 AM-8:00 PM
e Mass Start at 9:00 AM Delta Hotel (Arrive by 8:45 AM for announcements)
e Optional start from ReCast Church
e ReCast Church, Mattawan Rest Stop: 9:30 AM-2:00 PM
e ReCast Church, Mattawan Lunch Stop: 11:00 AM-1:00 PM
e See webpage for additional route information
e Vendors: 2:00 PM-8:00 PM
e Seminars: 2:00 PM-5:30 PM
e Dessert Social: 7:00 PM-10:00 PM
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6, 2026
Rally Jersey Day (Wear your MTR 2026 jersey)
e Hotel Breakfast (bring your room card as ID): 6:00 AM-8:00 AM
e Registration/Check-in: 7:00 AM-8:30 AM
e Bike Storage: 7:00 AM-8:00 PM
e Mass Start at 9:00 AM Delta Hotel (Arrive by 8:45 AM for announcements)
e Optional start from Schrier Park
e Schrier Park, Portage Rest Stop: 9:30 AM-3:30 PM
e Schrier Park, Portage Lunch Stop: 11:00 AM-1:00 PM

e Loops AB: Langley Covered Bridge (add-on loops) Restrooms and water only. Not a supported SAG stop.
Loop B is a shorter add-on loop after passing through the town of Mint

e See webpage for additional route information
e Vendors: 2:00 PM-5:00 PM
e Seminars: 2:00 PM-5:00 PM
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 7, 2026
e Doughnut Ride to VerHage’s Fruit Farm. Total ride 19 miles
e Ride onyour own starting from the Delta Hotel (must be on the route between 8:00 AM-9:00 AM)

e Bike Storage: 7:00 AM Bike storage room will be open. All bikes must be out of the room by 9:30 AM on
Monday

Thanks for attending MTR 2026 and safe travels!



Post Tour

For those who selected the post tour during registration
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MTR 2026 POST-TOUR:
SEPTEMBER 7-10

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 2026
Virtual Rally Debrief Meeting 7:00 PM via Zoom

Interested in hosting a future MTR? Join this meeting via Zoom to chat with this year’s planning team as we share
our experiences.

Registration in advance for this meeting will be determined at a later date.



This code will be on the back of your nametag. It will take you to the MTR schedule.

Rally Committee (listed alphabetically)
e John Calhoun: Post Tour
e Jim and Karen Click: Registration
o Dave and Lois Phizacklea: Committee Members
o Mike Rannow: Treasurer
e Billand Sharon Surna: Routes and Promotion
e Sam Waterstreet: Webmaster
e Billand Sue Tucker: RV Park Hosts
e Madelyn Zalon: Post Tour
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Discover Kalamazoo



New Rider Orientation

There will be a short meeting in the Alpha room at the conference center on Friday night 7:00 PM-7:30 PM.

Identification Badges

Name tags will be issued at registration. Name tags will be required for access to SAG stops, lunch, and rally
events. The emergency SAG phone number, 269-370-4447, is on your name tag. Please enter it on your cell phone.

Firsttime MTR riders will have yellow badges. Be sure to give our First Timers a hearty welcome.

Last Minute Announcements

Updated information and emergency announcements will be sent via text.

Bicycle Storage

Bikes may not be stored in your room at the Delta Hotel. Bike storage is available at the Delta Hotel for those who
signed up during registration. This room will be locked during the overnight hours but will be open and unsecured
during the day. You must provide your own stand, labeled with your name and phone number. Please remove your
bike no later than 9:30 AM Monday morning.

Bicycle Repair

Please make sure your bike is ready to ride before leaving home.
A bicycle mechanic will be available at the SAG/lunch stop.

You will be responsible for the cost of all parts. A tip jar will be available.

Jersey Days
Saturday: Club Jersey
Sunday: 2026 MTR Jersey

Clothing Exchange

Extra jerseys will NOT be available. Please use the message board if you would like to swap a jersey with another
rider.

Message Board

The Message Board will be located near the vendor room for connecting with old friends, arranging club meetings,
swapping jerseys, or posting messages. Please also check the message board for any updates to the routes,
weather, or conference schedule.

Michigan Bicycle Laws

As a participant in MTR 2026 you are required to follow Michigan cycling laws when on the road. Please review the
Michigan cycling laws on the web site below. We want all our riders to be safe!

https://www.michigan.gov/msp/-/media/Project/Websites/msp/ohsp/2/michigan_bicycle_laws_-
guide_for_law_enforcement_officers.pdf?rev=60d3ec0c18bb4557adbe6375cc4a6¢c22
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https://www.michigan.gov/msp/-/media/Project/Websites/msp/ohsp/2/michigan_bicycle_laws_-_guide_for_law_enforcement_officers.pdf?rev=60d3ec0c18bb4557adbe6375cc4a6c22
https://www.michigan.gov/msp/-/media/Project/Websites/msp/ohsp/2/michigan_bicycle_laws_-_guide_for_law_enforcement_officers.pdf?rev=60d3ec0c18bb4557adbe6375cc4a6c22

Portage, Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Township, and Oshtemo Township law require automobiles to use a five-foot
passing distance. Other areas mandate three feet.

Local Attractions

We have listed numerous attractions on the webpage and Facebook page. If you nheed more information or
suggestions, please reach out via Facebook.

https://www.midwesttandemrally.org/home

https://www.facebook.com/groups/MTRgroup

Parking

Parking is available for those with or without rooms at the Delta Hotel. The west side of the lot will be marked with
cones and reserved for the mass starts. Please do not park in that area.

SAG Support

SAG stops will be stocked with snacks and beverages. Lunch on Saturday and Sunday will be at the same location
in a separate building. Your lunch choices are marked on your name tag.

The Saturday and Sunday rides will be supported with available SAG vehicles to assist you with bicycle repairs. For
assistance, call 269-370-4447, the phone number on your name tag. A mechanic will be stationed at the SAG stop
for the fully supported rides on Saturday and Sunday. For Friday and Monday rides, you may call the support
number on your name tag, and someone will be sent to assist you. We are working with volunteers to provide
support; please remember these are volunteers who are doing their best to provide support and encouragement.

In an emergency, call 911.

If you are unable to fix minor problems such as a flat tire or dropped chain, please ask one of your fellow tandem
teams to help before calling the support line.

Route Information

Route information for each day will be available at: https://www.midwesttandemrally.org/routes

Links for Ride with GPS information will be available on the home page. Links will consist of composite maps and
cue sheets for each of the routes. Printed copies will not be available; you must print your own copies.

Road Markings

Saturday and Sunday’s routs have been marked. Special thanks to Barb Hart, Rick and Faith Huyser. Visit
the Website and select the Ride with GPS option for all the route files

Route Descriptions

Routes are on country roads. Optional short cuts on some loops may be available. Add on loops starting at the SAG
will be available Saturday and Sunday. This will allow teams to choose their distances on the day of the ride.


https://www.midwesttandemrally.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MTRgroup
https://www.midwesttandemrally.org/routes

Friday Ice Cream Ride
¢ Remote Mass Start at Ramona Park in Portage goes to Prairie Baptist Church in Scotts.

e There are four parking areas before you reach the entry gate. Do not pass the gate. There is no need to pay
admission to Ramona Park.

e 25 miles total

Saturday

e Mass Start from Delta Hotel to ReCast Church, a single combined SAG and lunch stop near Mattawan. The
single combined SAG and lunch stop will also be available as an optional remote start.

e Base Route 26 miles
e AddonLoop A 21 miles starting at Recast Church

e Addon Loop B 19 miles starting at Recast Church. This loop is hilly by southwest Michigan standards. R
Avenue is a designated natural beauty road and well worth the trip.

e 66 miles total

Sunday

e Mass Start from Delta Hotel to a single combined SAG and lunch stop at Schrier Park in Portage. The single
combined SAG and lunch stop will also be available as an optional remote start.

e Base Route 27 miles
e Addon Loop A 21 miles starting from Shrier Park
e AddonLoop B 37 miles
e Travel Loop B route to the Langley Covered Bridge. Restrooms and water only. Not a supported SAG stop
e 85 miles total
Monday Doughnut Ride
e Self-Start from Delta Hotel to VerHage’s Fruit Farm
e Must start ride between 8:00 AM-9:00 AM
¢ 19 miles total

For a more detailed description of the routes and changes closer to the event join the MTR Facebook page
and follow the web page

https://www.facebook.com/groups/MTRgroup

https://www.midwesttandemrally.org/home

Please be aware of possible last-minute changes due to unforeseen events.


https://www.facebook.com/groups/MTRgroup
https://www.midwesttandemrally.org/home

Using the Ride with GPS App

The Ride with GPS app may be used to navigate MTR2026 routes (turn by turn voice navigation) on your cell phone.
Please refer to the website for routes.

Download the Ride with GPS app to your cell phone (if it’s not already loaded). Open the Ride with GPS app on your
cell phone and sign in (you must create a free Ride with GPS account if you don’t already have one). Click on the
“More” icon, then click on “My Events.” You should see the MTR2026 event. Click on the MTR2026 event. You can
then select the route you are interested in, download it, and then navigate it (you can download any or all of them in
advance and then navigate them using the Ride with GPS app when you want).

Seminars & Workshops

Saturday, September 5" Seminar Schedule 2:00 PM-5:30 PM

Time Title Room Speaker

2:00-2:50 The ABC’s of How to Maintain Your Tandem Alpha Jack Goertz

3:00-4:20 Route Design Using Ride with GPS Fox Trot Kent Ellis

3:30-4:20 Touring Europe, Guided and Self-Guided Alpha Mike & Marilyne Stopka
4:30-5:30 Post Ride Stretching Fox Trot Gail Morse

4:30-5:30 Tandem Tune-Up: What's Bugging Your Bike? Alpha Mel Kornbluh



Sunday, September 6" Seminar Schedule 2:00 PM-5:00 PM

Time Title Room Speaker
2:00-2:50 Watts Up with Electric Tandems Alpha Ric Becker
2:00-2:50 Recumbent Transition Workshop Fox Trot Dave Cardarella
3:00-3:20 The New North American Tandem Bike Association Alpha Marcia Becker
4:00-5:00 Post-ride Stretching Alpha Gail Morse
4:00-5:00 MTR Sustainability Fox Trot Sam Waterstreet

Seminar and Speaker Details

THE ABC’S OF HOW TO MAINTAIN YOUR TANDEM
Jack Goertz
Tandem Cyclist

About the Speaker
Jack Goertz has over 50 years in the tandem industry. He and his wife Susan were the owners of Tandems, Ltd for

more than 40 years. They sold Tandems, Ltd in 2025, and are now enjoying retirement. In the past, they also were
the editors of DoubleTalk, the magazine for members of the Tandem Club of America for over 30 years. Jack also
served on the board of directors for the League of American Wheelmen (now the League of American Bicyclists) for
10 years, including 2 terms as National Treasurer and 1 term as National President. Jack and Susan have a goal to
ride their tandem in each of the 48 continental United States, a goal they hope to complete this year.

About the Seminar
Bicycle maintenance isn't black magic. Come learn how to keep your tandem in top shape. Learn some easy tips to

keep your disc brakes in top shape. Also, learn a few tricks to make it easier to re-assemble your travel tandem so
that it works!

Location: Alpha

Date: Saturday, September 5™, 2026
Time: 2:00 PM-2:50 PM

Duration: 50 min

ROUTE DESIGN USING RIDE WITH GPS
Kent Ellis
Tandem Cyclist

About the Speaker
Kent Ellis has ridden tandem with his wife Anne since 1997 and, establishing a goal to cycle in all 50 states,

accomplished that milestone in 2018. They've each attended the Midwest Tandem Rally since 1999 and have been
a part of the organizing committees for six MTR's hosted by Indiana over that time, as well as many other weekend
tandem events. Kent has been a "Ride with GPS" user since 2012 and has used the platform to design hundreds of
cycling routes for organized events and personal use.
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About the Seminar
Join me for this seminar and learn how to design a cycling route for personal use or for a club event using the Ride

with GPS platform. We’ll cover the basics of route creation for newcomers to the process as well as some
advanced editing techniques for more experienced users. With over 12 years of experience using Ride with GPS,
I’ve developed a number of tips and tricks I’ll share to help you avoid pitfalls in route creation and, more
importantly, the resulting navigation errors in the route files downloaded to your bike computer or navigation app.

Location: Fox Trot

Date: Saturday, September 5™, 2026
Time: 3:00 PM-4:20 PM

Duration: 1 hour & 20 min

Touring Europe, Guided/Self-Guided, with a Tandem.
Mike & Marilyn Stopka

About the Speakers

"Mike and Marilyn Stopka have spent four decades (plus 40 trips) cycling across Europe, blending independent
trips, organized tours, and tandem rallies into unforgettable rides. In this talk, they share practical travel tips for
tandem cycling and stories from some of Europe's Great cycling destinations, offering inspiration and guidance for
anyone dreaming of taking their bike overseas."

About the Seminar
Mike and Marilyn have toured Europe numerous times. Come and find out every detail you will need to plan your
trip.

Location: Alpha

Date: Saturday, September 5™, 2026
Time: 3:30 PM-4:20 PM

Duration: 50 min

TANDEM TUNE-UP: WHAT’S BUGGING YOUR BIKE?
Mel Kornbluh
Tandems East

About the Speaker
Owner of Tandems East and longtime seminar speaker at the Midwest Tandem Rally.

About the Seminar
Demonstration of Mel analyzing issues with different bikes as well as new changes in the marketplace related to e-

bikes. Mel will be looking for some volunteers to bring in their perfect bike for him to check out. He will
demonstrate on 5-10 bikes. Volunteers receive a free analysis of mechanical workings and fit.

Location: Alpha

Date: Saturday, September 5", 2026
Time: 4:30 PM-5:30 PM

Duration: 1 hour
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POST RIDE STRETCHING
Gail Morse
Tandem Cyclist

About the Seminar
A gentle stretching session designed to reduce muscle tightness, improve flexibility, and help your body recover

after cycling.

Location: Fox Trot Location: Alpha

Date: Saturday, September 5™, 2026 Date: Sunday, September 6™, 2026
Time: 4:30 PM-5:30 PM Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM

Duration: 1 hour Duration: 1 hour

RECUMBENT TRANSITION WORKSHOP
Dave Cardarella
Tandem Cyclist

About the Seminar
We have been riding tandems since the mid-1990s and have ridden around 180,000 miles. After four shoulder

surgeries my shoulders are not strong enough to safely captain. Find out how we made the transition to a
recumbent trike tandem. | will review the details of the bike and all the changes to the base model. Here's how the
recumbent is different than a regular tandem and our riding experiences after 18,000 miles.

Location: Fox Trot

Date: Sunday, September 6%, 2026
Time: 2:00 PM-2:50 PM

Duration: 50 min

WATTS UP WITH ELECTRIC TANDEMS
Ric Becker
House of Tandems

About the Speaker
Ric and Marcia Becker are the owners and founders of House of Tandems-Texas, a premier, highly specialized

boutique tandem bike shop located in Spring, Texas. Longtime cycling enthusiasts and industry innovators, the
couple has turned their passion for two-person cycling into a nationally and internationally recognized business.

They serve as a top-tier regional dealer for elite brands like Co-Motion, Santana, and da Vinci. Their boutique builds
bikes for everyone from casual beginners and competitive racers to blind athletes and para-cyclists. They are
highly regarded in the global tandem community for their specialized customer support.

In 2015, the Becker’s founded Houstonians on Tandem Together (Team HOTT), a regional club for tandem biking
enthusiasts. Through their club, they organize charity rides, rallies, and regional multi-day tandem events.

About the Seminar
The myths and realities from an e-assist tandem builder. Hear from Ric Becker the designer — builder of the

Hawthorne Tandem - discussing the different drive options available and how they can work for your team. Learn
all about shifting, battery management, wheel longevity, and more. Seminar will include open discussions and
Q&A.
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Location: Alpha

Date: Sunday, September 6", 2026
Time: 2:00 PM-2:50 PM

Duration: 50 min

THE NEW NORTH AMERICAN TANDEM BIKE ASSOCIATION
Marcia Becker
House of Tandems

About the Speaker

The Becker’s launched House of Tandems in 2007, operating a dedicated showroom at their residence along with a
warehouse for strong inventory and a repair and fabrication shop. Ric and Marcia are the exclusive creators and
builders of Hawthorne Tandems, custom carbon-fiber bikes where every single build is uniquely tailored from color
to accessories.

About the Seminar
Come join us to learn all about the new North American Tandem Bike Association and our values.

Location: Alpha

Date: Sunday, September 6", 2026
Time: 3:00 PM-3:20 PM

Duration: 20 min

MTR SUSTAINABILITY
Sam Waterstreet
Chicago Area Tandem Society

About the Speaker
Sam Waterstreet is the President of Chicago Area Tandem Society, Past chairman of 2008 Springfield IL MTR, 2015

Rockford IL MTR, and future chairman of 2028 Aurora IL MTR.

About the Seminar
Sam Waterstreet will give a presentation on future things to expect from MTR in the upcoming years. Margaret and

Patrick Donnely, Chairpersons for MTR 2027 will discuss next year's MTR in Wausau, WI. Sam will follow with a talk
about MTR 2028 in Aurora, IL. Sam will then discuss trends we are seeing in the changing demographics of MTR
over the years and what we are doing to keep the event going.

Location: Fox Trot

Date: Sunday, September 6%, 2026
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM

Duration: 1 hour

Saturday Evening Dessert Social

The Dessert Social is included in your registration and will be held at the Delta Hotel in the Aviator Ballroom from
7:00 PM-10:00 PM. Water, lemonade, and ice tea will be served. A cash bar will be available for your convenience.
There will be a separate table with nut free desserts for those with nut allergies.
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Vendor Contact Information

Tandems East
tandemseast.com
tandemseast@gmail.com
856-451-5104

Mel & Barbara Kornbluh

Evelyn Hill Cycling
evelynhillcycling.com
evelynhillcycling@gmail.com_
856-451-5104

Barbara & Mel Kornbluh

Twin Cities Tandems
twincitiestandems.com
info@twincitiestandems.com
763-645-0400

Steve & Kayla Veenstra

Bilenky Cycle Works

bilenky.com
Artistry@bilenky.com

Stephen Bilenky

Hawthorne Tandems
Houseoftendems.com
marcia@houseoftandems.com
713-962-1417

Marcia & Ric Becker

Bruce Johnson
creative-magnets.com
brucefrisbeejohnson@gmail.com
269-569-5998

Photography

We will be snhapping pictures at the starts as well as the venues We will not have a roving photographer like in the
good old days when Miles provided his services. We invite you to take pictures during your day and share them on
the MTR Google Photos shared album.

Instead of posting photos on Facebook, (not everyone has a Face Book account) Lois created this Google Photos
shared album. Just click on the link. You should be able to add photos directly from your phone there. It will be fun
to see everyone’s pictures over the weekend.

Below is the link for Google Photos album.

14


https://tandemseast.com/
file:///C:/Users/dpphi/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YUW1B74Z/tandemseast@gmail.com 
https://evelynhillcycling.com/
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MTR History

1976 Kokomo, IN
1977 Kenosha, WI
1978 Louisville, KY
1979 Springfield, IL
1980 St. Charles, MO
1981 Des Moines, IA
1982 Coralville, IA
1983 Minneapolis, MN
1984 Dundese, IL

1985 Anderson, IN
1986 Oshkosh, WI
1987 Grand Rapids, MI
1988 Springfield, IL
1989 Cleveland, OH
1990 Minneapolis, MN
1991 Waukesha, WI
1992 Des Moines, IA

1993 Lansing, M|

Look Who’s Coming to the ZOO

1994 Rochester, MN
1995 Indianapolis, IN
1996 Appleton, WI
1997 Dublin, OH

1998 Omaha, NE
1999 Midland, Ml
2000 St. Charles, IL
2001 Duluth, MN
2002 Kansas City, MO
2003 Dayton, OH
2004 Columbus, IN
2005 Grand Rapids, Ml
2006 Cedar Rapids, IA
2007 Appleton, WI
2008 Springfield, IL
2009 Rochester, MN
2010 Shipshewana, IN

2011 Ann Arbor, Ml

For an up-to-date list, visit our web site
https://www.midwesttandemrally.org/who-is-coming
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2012 Madison, WI
2013 Fairborn, OH
2014 Fort Wayne, IN
2015 Rockford, IL
2016 Ankeny, IA
2017 Dublin, OH
2018 Grand Rapids, Ml
2019 Columbus, IN
2020 COVID-19
2021 Racine, WI
2022 Decatur, IL
2023 Fort Wayne, IN
2024 Ankeny, 1A
2025 Westfield, IN
2026 Kalamazoo, Ml
2027 Wausau, WI

2028 Aurora, IL


https://www.midwesttandemrally.org/who-is-coming

Sponsors
Please join us in recognizing the following businesses who have helped to support this event

through their financial or in-kind support.

Kalamazoo Bicycle Club
Bike Friendly Kalamazoo
Black River Radio Group
Kalamazoo Chamber of Commerce
Pedal Bike Shop
Knight’s Bike Shop
Open Roads
Tandems East
Discover Kalamazoo

Midwest Tandem Rally 2027
https://midwesttandemrally.com/
Greater Wausau, WI
September 3-6, 2027
Save the Date!
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